Environment Group
Origins
Purbrook and Widley Area Residents’ Association (PAWARA) evolved from Purbrook and Widley
Environmental Stewards (PAWES) which was formed to oppose the construction of 5,000 new
homes on land to the west of Waterlooville. Some members of PAWARA wanted to be involved in
practical conservation work in the Purbrook and Widley area and the Environment Group was
created in 2005.

Objectives
The general objectives of the Environment Group are:
♦ To promote practical conservation through volunteers for the benefit of the community and
environment.
♦ To educate volunteers in the principles and practice of conservation.
♦ To improve the visual appearance of the area using native English species.
♦ To remove or control invasive species.

Projects
We work on several sites in the Purbrook and Widley area and our activities include clearing
neglected areas, restoring ponds and planting trees, hedges and native plants. Examples of our
work are as follows.
Our first project in 2005 was clearing an overgrown area at
Privett Road which had become a dumping ground. During
the first session forty-five black bags were filled with weeds,
glass and litter. The old concrete and tarmac was broken up
and covered with topsoil then sown with wild flower and grass
seed. We marked the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee by planting
trees with a year-round colour theme, including a Royal Oak
sapling grown from an acorn gathered from a Royal Estate.

In 2008 work started on the renovation of Penjar Pond which
had become silted up and surrounded by fly-tipped rubbish.
This is a clay-lined, man-made winter pond, believed to have
been constructed in the 1880s. The pond contains a large
amount of sedge which makes it a rare habitat within
Hampshire. The work included removing silt, reinforcing the
banks with log barriers and replanting the area with
indigenous plants. Our work was rewarded with a ‘Merit’ in
the RHS Britain in Bloom 2009 Neighbourhood Awards.
In 2013 we planted a mixed native hedge (paid for by PAWARA) in front of the fence by Penjar
Pond to add colour to the area and provide an additional habitat for birds and insects. Wild plum
trees were added to the area in 2017.
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-2In November 2013, after several work parties clearing ivy which was blanketing the ground, we
planted 1,000 English bluebell bulbs in Marrelsmoor Coppice (opposite the One Stop in Purbrook)
and saw them flower the following spring.
In 2014 we concentrated on Sandy Dell where our main project was to remove Spanish bluebells
and replace them with 1,000 native English bluebell bulbs. We have removed a total of twenty-six
bags of Spanish bluebells so far and this is likely to be an annual task for many years to come.
We took over Woodsedge Pond on a temporary basis at the
end of 2011 when Woodsedge Waders disbanded due to a
lack of volunteers. We had several work parties there over
the following three years. We have cut back branches,
cleared the stream to improve the flow through the pond,
removed pondweed and rubbish, cleared paths and cut out
brambles. The row of ash trees in front of the pond were
laid as a hedge to open up the view from the bench.

In December 2014 we planted fruiting hedges at The Bog and
Sandy Brow with assistance from The Tree Council and
maintenance of the hedges is a regular feature of our work
programme. Two members of the group have subsequently
become tree wardens.

We are network members of The Conservation Volunteers and we are represented at Havant
Conservation Forum. We meet for two hours on the second Sunday of every month and welcome
new volunteers to help us to maintain and improve these areas. You do not need practical
experience of conservation work and there is no requirement to attend every task.

Please come and join us.
Please visit our website for more information.
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www.pawara-environmentgroup.org.uk

